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Newly completed Greater Wichita YMCA branch in Newton, Kansas.
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A NEW YEAR

nder the principles of honesty, cooperation,
positivity, respect, continued learning
and imagination, Robert Schaefer and Henry
Schirmer, Jr. formed SJCF’s predecessor, Schaefer
and Schirmer Architects in 1957. Even then, they
realized the importance of creating architecture
with a higher purpose:

“We stress the importance of proper programming
which together with the interest of the architect
fashions design to the desire of the community. This
principle, the one most often lacking, brings only great
architecture.”

Above Image: The Weidemann Recital Hall at Wichita State University
was completed in 1986. See other historic projects throughout our
sixty years on page 4.

- Robert Schaefer and Henry Schirmer, Jr.

Today, our leadership still builds on this foundation. We are involved with hundreds of projects across the
Midwest in various size and scope, including corporate, community, education, recreation and worship. We
do so much more than design buildings. For 60 years, we’ve ideated, collaborated and implemented to help
realize meaningful spaces; spaces that enrich lives, build communities and make the world a better place.
2017 marks sixty years since Schaefer and Schirmer was founded. We are proud to be continuing our founders’
legacy. Be sure to follow us on social media to keep up to date on our upcoming events. We will be hosting
several events throughout this year to celebrate our history and our future. #60YearsofSJCF

FIRM HISTORY
1957

1960

SCHAEFER AND
SCHIRMER FOUNDED
SCHAEFER,
SCHIRMER & EFLIN

1972

1976

SCHAEFER, SCHIRMER
& ASSOCIATES, PA

1984

SCHAEFER,
JOHNSON, COX, FREY
& ASSOCIATES, PA

SCHAEFER & ASSOCIATES, PA

1987

2011

SJCF ARCHITECTURE
IS FORMED

GREER STAFFORD LOCATION IS
FOUNDED IN NEW MEXICO

ADDITIONS TO THE SJCF TEAM

Blake Toews joined the SJCF
family as an Architectural Intern
after graduating from Kansas
State University with a Master’s in
Architecture in May of 2016.

Jacob Karst is one of our current
student interns. He is joining us
during his Kansas State University
spring semester.

Molly Gardner is in her fourth
year of Interior Architecture
studies at Kansas State University
and returns to SJCF as a student
intern for the spring semester.
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ARCHITECTURAL INSIGHT

New Year’s Resolution: Slim Down Your Energy “Waistline”
Teresa Burk, Architect, LEED AP
ccording to ENERGY STAR, the average commercial building wastes thirty
percent of its annual energy use. If you’re considering ways to cut costs, consider
“stepping on the scale” to evaluate where your building may be running fat. By
engaging a “building trainer” to help identify the most cost effective ways to slim
down, you will be well on your way to a trimmer, more efficient “bottom-line” in no time! An Architect can
provide a preliminary building assessment to determine key areas for energy slim down and recommend
solutions to save you money. Below are a few tips that can help reduce your energy “waistline.”

A

HVAC SLIM DOWN

LIGHTING SLIM DOWN

BUILDING ENVELOPE

HVAC systems account for
almost twenty percent of
total energy consumption.
Properly programmed and well
maintained climate control
systems will operate at peak
efficiency and regulate your
environment comfortably
during occupied hours. Routine
inspection and changing of
air filters is fairly easy, not too
expensive and will improve
system efficiency as well as
improve indoor air quality. To
ensure the system is operating
at peak efficiency, have it
serviced seasonally and consider
replacing systems that are no
longer compliant with current
building codes for best energy
efficiency.

Natural daylighting is free, use
it whenever possible! Trade out
incandescent lights for compact
fluorescent or LED, and install
motion, sound and daylight
sensors to turn off fixtures
when not needed. Provide task
lighting at workspaces instead
of over illuminating an entire
room. Consider “rezoning” the
lighting patterns to take full
advantage of available savings
strategies and replace outdated
technology with new fixtures
when possible to reduce your
overall energy footprint.

Repair or replacement of
deteriorated sealant and
weather stripping is a very cost
effective way to reduce energy
consumption. Heat loss and air
infiltration often comes through
gaps and thermal bridging
at windows, doors, walls and
rooftops. Well-insulated walls
and roofs reduce the exchange
of heat or cold from outside
air to inside air. Even with
good insulation, faulty seals
at doors, windows and other
envelope penetrations are major
contributors to energy loss.
Consider replacing single-pane
glass with dual-pane insulated
units, using tinted and Low-E
glass on windows with sunexposure.

#60YearsofSJCF
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1. Schaefer, Schirmer & Eflin offices
circa 1960.
2. The Bob Brown Expo Hall
at Century II is dedicated to
the memory of former City
Commissioner and Wichita Mayor,
Bob Brown.
3. The Wichita Public Library Central
location was completed in 1967.
4. Hand-drawn rendering of
Meadowview Shopping Center
circa 1957.

hroughout this year, we will highlight and celebrate the leadership that is steering our company to a
bright future. The men below have been the official leaders of Schaefer Johnson Cox Frey Architecture
and we are inspired by our foundation and their legacy and what they continue to build in our community.

“Our legacy built a strong foundation and inspires our future.”

O

ur commitment to community began with our
founder, Robert Schaefer, who was an active
member of Downtown Wichita Rotary, Junior Chamber
of Commerce and other local organizations. “Schaef,”
had his hand in several buildings in Wichita such as
the existing Wichita Public Library, Koch Industries and
several Wichita State University buildings. His legacy
continues, even after his retirement in 1993.

SCHAEFER

LEADERSHIP CORNER
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ichita Business Journal published an article
recently, highlighting the community service
that Joe Johnson is involved in. It was simply put, “Joe
Johnson loves this community.” Joe joined the firm in
1975 and his reputation throughout the community
is of a man of service. He has sat on many Boards and
committees that all have the same goal of improving
the community that he so loves.

JOHNSON
+

A

Wichita native, Kenton Cox joined the firm in 1971
and has had extensive experience in design and
management of projects of all sizes. His “Process for
Success” is still utilized today for ensuring high quality
design and programming for our Education clients,
including renovations to his own alma mater North High
School.

COX
+

S
FREY

am Frey joined the firm 50 years ago, making his
career the longest running of the original SJCF team.
After graduation in 1967, he was hired by Schaefer
Schirmer & Eflin. Sam’s attention to detail is seen in
everything he does, from design to photography,
and even ensuring he says hello to each person every
morning.
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IN THE COMMUNITY

Supporting our local community is important to our clients and our employees, and we are going to
showcase some of the organizations SJCF and its employees support throughout the year.

UNITED METHODIST OPEN DOOR
WICHITA, KANSAS

T

he United Methodist Open Door has a special place in the employees’ hearts at SCJF Architecture and
makes a huge impact on our local community. United Methodist Open Door is a social service agency
that serves those in our community who are in need of life’s basic services: food, clothing and shelter. Our
community’s homeless, as well as those who are simply facing difficult economic times, find open doors
and caring hearts when they visit Open Door.
One of the SJCF principals, Brad Biddle, has been an active board member with Open Door for eight
years. He has been instrumental in fundraising for their programs and facilities throughout his service.
He served as the board president in 2013 and has helped the Executive Director of Open Door, Deann
Smith, and the other board members make
decisions about design and construction. A
capital campaign raised $2.75 million for a new
storage and distribution center to be located in
an accessible area to those in need. The current
center is not near the people who need Open
Door most because they are not on the city’s
transit route. SJCF designed the renovation
and is currently overseeing the construction.
The new distribution center is scheduled to be
completed at the end of March 2017.
It is hard to believe people go hungry in Wichita
and Sedgwick County, but they do. Consider Rendering for Renovations to Food Warehouse Exterior
this:
Nearly 200,000 Kansans per year turn to a pantry, soup kitchen or a shelter for food.
More than 5,000 people each month get food from an Open Door program.
1 in 6 of our neighbors, friends or co-workers is unsure where they will get their next meal.
If you’d like to learn more about Open Door, or have questions about getting involved, check them out at
www.umopendoor.org or contact Development Director, Jeremy Kindy.
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www.umopendoor.org

316.265.9371

jkindy@umopendoor.org

Open Door has been working to meet the needs of the hungry since 1965 and has two food programs:
The Community Food Ministry is the largest community-wide food box program in the area providing
nutritionally balanced emergency food assistance once per month for individuals and families in need.
The food box includes items such as canned fruits and vegetables, meat, eggs, macaroni and cheese, soup
and bread.
The Commodity Supplemental Food Program is a monthly food box program for income eligible older
adults. Service areas include Butler, Chautauqua, Cowley, Harper, Harvey, Kingman, Pratt, Reno, Sedgwick,
Stafford and Sumner Counties.

IN THE COMMUNITY

G et I nvolved

umopendoor.org
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PROJECT UPDATES

CORPORATE
The new Emprise Bank in El Dorado opened for business in January.
Scholfield Honda Dealership will complete the move into its new building later in February.

Emprise Bank I El Dorado, Kansas

Scholfield Honda I Wichita, Kansas

COMMUNITY
Goodwill of Kansas recently celebrated the opening of its newest store in Newton in early January.

Goodwill of Kansas I Newton, Kansas
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Belle Plaine USD celebrated the opening of a new two-classroom/storm shelter addition to their building in
November with a “Move That Bus” ceremony.
Trinity Academy opened its new K-8 school in early January.

PROJECT UPDATES

EDUCATION

Trinity Academy I Wichita, Kansas

RECREATION
Newly completed Greater Wichita YMCA branch
in Newton, Kansas opened in November.

Greater Wichita YMCA I Newton, Kansas

WORSHIP
Holy Savior Catholic Church is currently in the design stage.

Rendering of Holy Savior Catholic Church
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COMPANY CULTURE

1

2

1: SJCF sponsored basketball games at Hutchinson
Community College and showed up to support the
teams.
2: One of our architects, Carmen Simon-Phillips
(right), graduated from Leadership Wichita, a program
through the Wichita Chamber of Commerce.
3: Joe Johnson (right) received the 2016 Association
of Fundraising Professionals Greater Wichita Chapter
President’s Award.
4: The SJCF family celebrated Christmas at the
Museum of World Treasures. Ivan the T-Rex was a
wonderful host!
5: The SJCF team toured the Scholfield Honda
Dealership while it was still under construction.
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R ecent D esign A wards

2016 AIA WICHITA

2016 KANSTRUCT

2016 AGC OF KANSAS

Citation Award:
Wichita High School Southeast

Award of Honor - Division IV:
Wichita High School Southeast

Award of Honor:
Farha Sport Center

Citation Award:
Wichita West High School

Award of Honor - Division I:
Wichita Country Club Swimming
Pool Complex

Award of Honor:
Wichita Country Club Swimming
Pool Complex

Award of Honor - Division II:
Wichita Children’s Home Shelter
and Administration Building

Stay connected and up-to-date with everything SJCF is up to by following us on social media.
To learn more about SJCF Architecture, visit www.sjcf.com.
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#60YearsofSJCF
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316.684.0171
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